




The march was organized by State Senator
Ruben Diaz (D-Bronx).

The TFP brass, bagpipe, fife and drum band
helped animate the event.

The march travelled 12 blocks to the steps of
the Bronx County Courthouse.
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When the sun rose on the morning of May 15, American
Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family and Property
(TFP) members were already at work, preparing for the

day’s activities. Soon, our vehicles were rolling to Bronx, N.Y., where
our purpose was to join a march for traditional marriage organ-
ized by State Senator Ruben Diaz (D-Bronx) and other pro-family
leaders.
Under a light drizzle, we disembarked at 149th Street and Third

Avenue, and assembled the Holy Choirs of Angels Corps marching
band. Invited to lead off the march, we positioned ourselves ac-
cordingly. Soon, thousands of traditional marriage supporters
surged forward to the sound of God Bless America, holding signs
that read, “Adam + Eve = Family” and “Don’t Change Marriage.”
As the TFP band played stirring marches and patriotic music,

people lined the streets and leaned out of windows to see the pa-
rade. Although a few passersby were quite vocal in their opposition,
the overall response was positive.
After marching the twelve blocks to the Bronx County

Courthouse located on the Grand Concourse, a lineup of speakers
addressed thousands of people from the courthouse steps, voicing
their commitment to the cause of marriage. The Star-Spangled Ban-
nerwas sung followed by God Bless America by the TFP band. In his
speech, Senator Diaz mentioned how he had received death threats
from pro-homosexual advocates for simply defending the institu-
tion of God-ordained marriage. Other speakers included Father
Peter West, associate director of Priests for Life, and Brian Brown,
president of the National Organization for Marriage.
Our banner, visible to the thousands of people assembled, boldly

proclaimed, “God’s Marriage = One Man + One Woman.” Our flier,
10 Reasons Why Homosexual “Marriage” is Harmful and Must Be
Opposed, written in English and Spanish, was very well received. 
For the good of the family, let us continue to pray that more souls

will stand up and peacefully oppose the homosexual agenda, espe-
cially in its latest effort to impose homosexual “marriage” in New
York State. n
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TFP In 
Action

Thousands March 
to Save Marriage 
in New York City



In matters of human sexuality, there are male andfemale. It is an established biological fact. It is from
this fact that comes the family, which assures the

continuity of the human race. From the family comes
society and the State, which works toward the com-
mon good and perfection of our nature. There is noth-
ing complicated about this obvious fact. It is simply
the way things were, are and shall be.
However, there are those who claim this classifica-

tion is an artificial societal construction. Humans, they
maintain, are not made male and female. Rather, in
matters of sexuality, we should all be free to reject the
“gender” identity forced upon us and adopt whatever
“gender” we want. We are
no longer male or female
but can choose to be one or
the other, both or neither.
Thus, we have seen the

proliferation of behaviors
and conditions that now
qualify as sexual cate-
gories. Sexual identity now
applies to how one perceives oneself or even how one
can surgically change oneself to fit that perception.
What began as a short list referring to homosexual,

bisexual has now expanded to include a LGBTQI “com-
munity,” adding transgender, questioning one’s iden-
tity and intersexed to the list.
However, that is not the end of the story. Once the

floodgate is opened to give official status to any kind of
sexual behaviors, there is no limit to the sexual identi-
ties that can appear. For example, the Australian
Human Rights Commission has come up with a listing
of 23 “genders” that it feels need protection under the
law.1 On this list, beyond the “standard” LGBTQI list-
ing, one can find transsexual, androgynous, agender,
cross-dresser, genderfluid, genderqueer, intergender,
neutrois, pansexual, pan-gendered, sistergirl and other
classifications that are best left unmentioned.
What is clear from the listing is that the whole sex-

ual identity debate, which accuses traditional society of
artificially constructing sexual roles, is itself artificial,
counterfeit and bankrupt. Advocates of this unre-

strained sexuality cannot restrain their fevered imagi-
nation in expanding the new categories that must be
“protected” to the point of the ridiculous and absurd.
They are likewise very creative in manufacturing a
whole list of phobias, such as biphobia or transphobia,
for those who disapprove of these aberrant behaviors. 
Such findings are really not new. They are unfortu-

nate logical extensions of the sexual liberation move-
ment of the sixties. Back then, any kind of “free” love
between a man and women was made socially accept-
able. Now, any other kind of sexual relationship must
be accepted and protected.
The only thing that is not tolerated is the insistence

that male and female de-
fine human sexuality. It is
rejected that a natural law
and a corresponding
morality limits and regu-
lates the strong sexual in-
stincts so that society
might perpetuate itself
through the family. Es-

sentially, this position holds that the ways of express-
ing sexuality are unlimited and that each one might
define one’s own unique sexual category beyond the
current 23 and counting “gender listing.”
One day, when common sense will again prevail, one

might hope that all will return to the beginning when
God created male and female. n

Note:
1. Australian Human Rights Commission, “Protection from

Discrimination on the Basis of Sexual Orientation and Sex and/or
Gender Identity, Discussion Paper,” http://www.hreoc.gov.au/
human_rights/lgbti/lgbticonsult/discussion_paper.html (accessed
May 16, 2011).
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there Are 23
‘Genders’?! 

Sexual identity now applies to
how one perceives oneself or even
how one can surgically change
oneself to fit that perception.



TFP In 
Action
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After a remarkable victory for God’s
marriage in Maryland, young TFP
members pushed forward to Rhode

Island, where traditional marriage was also
under assault. Up to 17 volunteers traveled
thousands of miles, visiting dozens of cities
and college campuses to proclaim the truth
that God’s marriage equals one man and
one woman. Finally, on April 26, Speaker of
the House Gordon Fox, an open homosex-
ual, said the bill redefining marriage did not
have enough support to become law. The
following day, it was announced that Kathy
Kushnir, the leader of the executive director
for Homosexual Marriage Equality Rhode
Island, would resign.

At the Feet of Our Lady
At the end of the Rhode Island caravan for
marriage, we had the privilege of visiting the
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima that was touring churches
in Rhode Island. After such an intense cam-
paign, we were able to pray at her feet and
sing the Salve Regina in thanks giving for
the victory.
“Are you with TFP Student Action?”

asked a woman crossing the church
parking lot. “I’m following your
tour, watching the videos, seeing
what abuses you endure and I truly admire
what you are doing. Your valor makes us so
happy. And we love the bagpipes,” she said.
“There may have been 250 people yelling at
you today at Brown University, but I want
you to know that there are many more fam-
ilies like ours supporting you and praying

for you. There are a lot of people following
behind your tall banner.” Gathering her chil-
dren around her, the woman continued,
“These men are real Catholic men. They do

what all Catholics should be doing. They are
Catholic heroes. They stand on the street
corners [for traditional marriage] and en-
dure being spit upon and get things thrown
at them. We need to give them our prayers
and our thanks.”

Ivy League “Tolerance”
What we faced at Brown University, an Ivy
League university in Rhode Island, had the
flavor of a religious persecution. As we cam-
paigned peacefully, about 250 frenzied,
rabid pro-homosexual students gathered to
scream, spit, taunt, insult, assault and even
attempt to destroy our traditional marriage
banner. Only with supernatural protection,
and a strong police presence, did TFP vol-
unteers manage to complete the campaign
without serious injury.

On the Front Lines
As we strolled onto campus, the silence was
shattered by a long, loud “Nooooooo, not at
Brown!” After raising the American flag,

Busy city intersections provide an opportunity to engage
passing cars while distributing flies.

M A R R I A G E  W I N S
in Rhode Island 
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“. . .I want you to know
that there are many more

families like ours
supporting you and

praying for you. There are
a lot of people following
behind your tall banner.”



On May 5, Indiana prosecutor Michael Dvorak dismissed the
criminal trespass charges against almost all of the “ND88,”
the faithful pro-lifers arrested when they entered Notre

Dame’s campus in peaceful and prayerful protest as the university
bestowed honors on pro-abortion President Obama at their 2009
commencement.
Mr. Dvorak dropped the charges as part of an agreement be-

tween the Thomas More Society and the University of Notre Dame.
“This is a big step forward and a victory for the pro-life cause,”

said Mr. Tom Brejcha, president and chief counsel of the Thomas
More Society and a 1965 Notre Dame graduate. “Those who share
pro-life convictions may differ on tactics and approaches, but they
best serve their sacred cause when they work together to secure the
common good for all human beings, born and unborn alike, rather
than carrying on as courtroom antagonists.”
Mr. Tom Dixon, a South Bend, Ind., attorney and Thomas More

Society special counsel, had led the defense over the last two years,
during which the parties engaged in vigorous litigation, including
extensive discovery proceedings.
“Hats off to the Thomas More Society and their team of

lawyers. They did a fine job defending the pro-lifers who were perse-
cuted unjustly for nearly two years,” said TFP Student Action Director
John Ritchie. “I think all the e-mails, telephone calls, withheld dona-
tions and prayers played an important role in the outcome as well.”
TFP Student Action also collected over 20,000 protest petitions, urg-
ing Father John Jenkins, president of Notre Dame, to drop the charges.
“We must pray that leadership at Notre Dame will consistently 

oppose the culture of death in all its facets, from abortion to ho-
mosexual ‘marriage,’ and resist ongoing pressure to recognize
pro-homosexual student groups and activities which offend
God,” said Mr. Ritchie. “Catholic moral values are more impor-
tant than football.” n

TFP standard and banner, dozens of stu-
dents gathered to take in the sight and snap
photographs on their cell phones. Also visi-
ble was a large rainbow flag hanging from a
campus building. 
Suddenly, we heard a loud ripping noise. I

looked up and saw a student crashing
through our traditional marriage banner in
his attempt to destroy it. Running at top
speed, he flung himself into it and ripped one
side loose. Some students watching from a
distance approvingly cheered this act of vio-
lence. Then two women kissed in front of our
banner to the onlookers’ applause.“Why are
you here?” students asked. We politely told
them how the TFP was on a state-wide tour
defending traditional marriage. They would
just stand there, in a daze, and repeat the
question, “But why are you here?”

Is Pedophilia Next?
In a debate, TFP volunteer Mr. Danniel 
Pribble mentioned how the acceptance of
homosexual vice leads to the acceptance of
pedophilia. In fact, during a recent session
in Canadian parliament, experts claimed
that pedophilia is a “sexual orientation.”1

“What moral grounds do you stand on to
oppose pedophilia, once you’ve accepted ho-
mosexual behavior?” asked Mr. Pribble. “You’re
right,” answered a student. “I don’t have any
substantive objection with pedophilia.”
Students repeatedly approached our

members with, “You’re very brave for com-
ing here.” Watching the out-of-control be-
havior of dozens of pro-homosexual
students, a gentleman on the sidewalk re-
marked, “They want tolerance. But they can
swear, spit and scream all they want . . . .”

Why Does YouTube 
Censor TFP video?
The frenzy, the yelling, the spitting and
the violent attempt to destroy our banner
was captured on video and soon posted
on TFP Student Action’s YouTube chan-
nel. However, YouTube swiftly removed
the video, without warning or explana-
tion. What prompted this reaction is still
unknown, but the video was reposted at
www.TFPStudentAction.org and is avail-
able for all to see. n

Note:
1. Fortieth Parliament, Third Session, Standing

Committee on Justice and Human Rights, Testimony
of Dr. Hubert Van Gijseghem (February 14, 2011),
http://www.parl.gc.ca�/HousePublications/Publicatio
n.aspx�?DocId=4959361�&Language=�E&Mode�=1&Pa
rl�=40�&Ses�=3#Int-3742801 (accessed May 11, 2011).
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Notre Dame Finally Drops Charges Against Pro-Lifers
B Y  K E N N E T H  M U R P H Y

Left: TFP Student Action at Brown University. Middle: Rhode Island’s majority enthusiastically embraced the state wide tour. Right: Thousands of “Ten
Reason fliers” informed the public why marriage must be protected.
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Tradition tells us that Saint Luke,
a capable painter, in responding
to the requests of many Chris-

tians who wanted to preserve a re-
membrance of the Blessed Virgin Mary
after her elevation into Heaven, painted
her sacred face on an oak table, near
which Our Lady used to sew and pray.
Some time later, when the Romans

dominated Jerusalem and were de-
stroying many churches, Divine Provi-
dence protected the icon from falling
into the pagans’ hands. The relic, car-

ried to Constantinople by the Empress Saint Helena, hidden
by the Christians, always received divine protection, espe-
cially when Constantinople fell under the dominion of the
non-believers for centuries.
In its constant pilgrimage, we find the image, in 802, in

the chapel of the Belz, in White Russia. In those days, there
were many marriages between members of the Byzantine
and Russian nobility, so the icon was probably given as a
wedding present in one of those marriages.
In the second half of the fourteenth century, Louis, the

Hungarian king of Poland and Hungary, annexed White Rus-
sia to his realm and the Belz Castle was given to Prince Wla-
dyslaw of Opole (now Silesia). During that time, Ruthenia was
invaded by Tartars, and in one of those invasions, the Belz
Castle was besieged by them. The defense became increas-
ingly difficult and the defenders threatened to capitulate.
Prince Wladyslaw was praying before the altar on which

the picture of Our Lady rested, begging for her assistance
when an enemy arrow struck the Virgin’s face, leaving a scar.
The ancient chronicles say, broad daylight turned into dark
night. Fear seized the Tartars. The prince, sallying forth with
his knights to the open plain, routed the Tartar hordes.

Our Lady Picks Czestochowa
On seeing how insecure Belz Castle was, and wishing to avoid
the possible destruction of the beautiful icon, Prince Wladyslaw
decided to transport it to Opole, in Silesia. And so he put the
image in a splendid carriage drawn by six chargers, and began
the long voyage to the land of his birth. But when they arrived
at Czestochowa, the powerful horses stopped and would not
budge! Prince Wladyslaw, perceiving this as a sign from heaven,
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Commentary

Czestochowa’s 

M Y S T E R I O U S
I M A G E  
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went to the little chapel of the village that was on top of the
hill of Jasna Góra (Bright Mountain), where he gave him-
self up to prayer. He was overcome by sleep. Our Lady
communicated to him her desire in his dreams: Her image
had to be venerated on Jasna Góra.
Without any delay, the picture was enthroned

solemnly in the little chapel while Prince Wladyslaw or-
dered the construction of a church of greater dignity and
scale in that place, and a monastery beside it. Later, in
1382, he requested 16 Hungarian friars of the Pauline
order whom he charged with the care of the relic.
The happy news soon spread all over the country

and the historian Jan Dlugosz, who lived at the time,
reports that pilgrims began to stream into Czesto-
chowa from all the territories of the Polish-Lithuanian
kingdom, as well from Bohemia and Moravia.

The Attack of the Hussites
Good Friday night in 1430, a band of Czech Hussites, 
commanded by a Polish noble, also a Hussite (in nearby
Silesia, this heresy had gained many followers among the
nobles) attacked the sanctuary and killed five religious,
seized the golden vessels and the Church’s ornaments,
some relics and Our Lady’s image, and loaded them in a
cart. The chronicles of Jasna Góra tell us that immediately
after descending the hill, the horses stopped and would
not move. Then, one of the heretics, cursing the painting,
hurled it to the ground so hard that it splintered into three
pieces but the faces of Our Lady and of the Infant Jesus re-
mained whole. In the face of this, one of the Hussites un-
sheathed his sword and struck the right side of Our Lady’s
face twice, and when he raised his sword for the third blow,
he fell fulminated by a bolt of lightning. His companies
fled in terror, but the chiefs of the band were caught and
put to death by the sword. So profaned by the heretics, and
abandoned in the midst of the slime, the holy painting was
found by the Paulist friars. When they bent over to pick
up the holy painting, the friars saw a spring of crystalline
water open underneath it and washed the holy painting.
In that place, at the foot of Jasna Góra, was placed a
wooden cross, and later the Church of Saint Barbara was
built there. In the interior of the temple, the spring con-
tinues to gush the miraculous water sought by the pil-
grims and famous for the cures of eye diseases.

The Miraculous Scars
The painting was then taken, at King Wladyslaw
Jagiello’s request, to Krakow to be restored. The best Pol-
ish artists dedicated their talent to the task, but a mirac-
ulous fact occurred. Once the restoration was completed,
the paint that covered the scars left by the sword ran off!
Italian artists who were later tried to restore the paint-
ing found that same phenomenon occurred with them.
Finally, it was decided to make a copy of the original pic-
ture on a new canvas, preserving the wounds. This pic-
ture, however, is fixed to the original wood, which is

considered to be a relic. (There are three known
copies of the picture done at the end of the four-
teenth century, for the churches of Glogowek in Sile-
sia, of Lepoglaw in Croatia and of Sokal. None of
them show the wounds in Our Lady’s face because
they were made before the Hussites’ attack.)
As a consequence of that attack, King Wladyslaw

Jagiello nearly declared war on Bohemia. What kept
him from declaring war were the Polish nobles in-
volved. Those nobles, however, were severely chas-
tised, and the historians of time report that all of
them died violently in the year following the holy
place’s profanation.

Jasna Góra Becomes a Fortress
Later, toward the end of the sixteenth century, King
Zygmunt III, in order to give greater security to the
sanctuary, built strong walls about it with four bastions
constructed according to Dutch techniques, sur-
rounded by a moat, and provided a garrison main-
tained by the kingdom. Thus, Jasna Góra took on the
aspect of a fortress. Against its walls in the following
century, an invasion of the Swedish heretics would fail.
Replacing the rustic and primitive little church,

there now rose a majestic one, with a high wooden
tower. The work of its construction, in which King
Wladyslaw Jagiello personally participated, lasted
from spring until October for many years. In 1690,
the tower burned and, falling on the nave, did great
damage. In its place a new tower was built of wood,
which was also destroyed by fire. In 1906, the present
even more imposing tower of bricks and mortar was
inaugurated. In that year, Pope Saint Pius X elevated
the church, whose nave holds nearly 4,000 people, to
the rank of basilica. n

Holy Mother of Czestochowa, Thou art full of grace, goodness and mercy.
I consecrate to Thee all my thoughts, words and actions, my soul and

body. I beseech Thy blessings and especially prayers for my salvation. Today,
I consecrate myself to Thee, Good Mother, totally, with body and soul amid
joy and sufferings to obtain for myself and others Thy blessings on this earth
and eternal life in Heaven. Amen. 

Prayer intended for private recitation only. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Czestochowa

To protect the image, the monastery of Jasna Góra 
became a fortress and defended itself from many enemies. 

Empress Saint
Helena brought the
image of Our Lady
of Czestochowa
from Jerusalem. 



Before landing on Iwo Jima, the men
depicted here in bronze gazed up
at Mount Suribachi and relished a

seemingly impossible idea. “Wouldn’t it
be great to raise an American flag up
there?” one of them said. Father Charles
Suver, a Jesuit priest sitting nearby,
quickly remarked, “You get it up there and
I will say a Mass underneath it.” 
Twenty Marines, with rifles locked,

loaded and ready, guarded the priest as
he fulfilled his end of the bargain at
midday on February 23, 1945. As Fa-
ther Suver said Mass, he could hear
enemy soldiers talking in nearby caves.
Inquisitive Japanese, as if momentar-
ily paralyzed,  gazed with curiosity at
the scene. An unfamiliar religious cer-
emony was being celebrated under
their noses while the American flag
flapped at the sky above. 
Those who take time to contemplate

the Iwo Jima flag-raising monument are
filled with admiration, a virtue that is
increasingly difficult to practice in our
materialistic modern world. It was, after
all, admiration for a heroic act of defi-
ance that moved the Marines to crown
Mount Suribachi with the American
flag. It was likewise admiration that

compelled Father Suver to enter coura-
geously into the jaws of death to unite
the selfless sacrifice of those Marines
with our Lord’s holocaust on Calvary. To
think it was the first Catholic Mass ever
celebrated on the island! 
And finally, it was admiration that in-

spired the legendary U.S. Marine Colonel
John Ripley to recognize the spot as
being sacred. “To the Marines,” he said,
“this is Lourdes.” Colonel Ripley is con-
sidered one of the foremost historians
on Iwo Jima, and during almost fifteen
visits to the island, chose to sleep on the
summit of Mount Suribachi. Like the
Marines pictured below, Colonel Ripley
was an admirative soul and such souls
have a unique ability of drawing others
along the path of admiration. 
Over 22,000 Marines were either

killed or wounded during the entire
month-long clash. Besides the horrific
carnage, however, something else re-
mained after the dust settled over the
battle for Iwo Jima: the brilliant admi-
ration of six exhausted Marines as they
raised the American flag. Their heroic
act will be an object of admiration for
as long as there is an America, for such
is the value of admirative souls. n
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Ambiences,
customs and
civilizations 

admirative Souls
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